28 — Annual Review — THE RECORD — Friday, March 29, 1991

review...year in review... year in review...year in review...

year in revie

From rails to trails? Beebe subdivision divides groups

By Scott Verity Stevenson
LENNOXVILLE TO BEEBE

AND BACK — If 1990 was the vear

to battle over the Beebe Sub, 1991

may be the year to actually use the
abandoned railway. either as pri-
vate property. a recreational trail
or with a steam train
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ENJOY A CANRY FOR
EASTER

Come and test drive one of the
renowned Camry Special Edition
and treat yourself.

Vast assortment of shades in stock.
OPEN FRIDAY, MARCH 29 TILL 9 P.M.

2059 King St. W., Sherbrooke (Quebec) J1J 2E9
819/563-6622

Since the Beebe Subdivision of
the Canadian Pacific Railway was
abandoned, a variety of groups has
sprung forth over the last year to
propose new uses for the 46-
kilometre corridor

The land has first been offered
by CP to the provincial gover-
nment. If the province refuses it,
CP officials say they will offer it to
municipal level governments, fol-
lowed by private interests

Last vear the provincial gover-
nment asked CP not to dismantle
the railway tracks and bridges un-
til this spring. while it made up its
mind. CP agreed nottodo anything
with the railway until April 1

Euclid Harel. who is overseeing
the issue for the provincial trans-
port ministry. said last fall that the
government should decide during
the winter
NO SALE BEFORE APRIL

“There will be no sale before the
first of April.” he said, adding that
usuallyv municipalities would buy
the land

Most vocal in pressuring the go-

vernment has been the Sentier

Massawippi group. which wants to
convert the railway into a recrea-
tional trail for walking. bicycling.
skiing and so on.

The group wants Quebec to study
the feasibility and costs of such a
trail. with a view to the gover-

nment buving the land as a linear
park.

The government accepted the
idea of a joint comparative study
with Sentier Massawippi and Nos-
talgie de la Vapeur. a group that
wants to run a steam train for tou-
rists along the abandoned railway

The Quebec planning and deve-
lopment office (OPDQ) otfered to
fund half of a $60.000 study. if the
two groups could come up with the
other halt

Georges Des Lauriers of Nostal-
gie said his group has the funds.
but Sentier Massawippi is still dig
ging for its share of about $18.000.
NICKELS AND DIMES

“We're raising money in nickels
and dimes.” said group member
Keith Baxter last winter, “We've
got to change our strategy.”

Several municipalities along the
railway have endorsed the recrea-
tional trail project. including Sher-
brooke. Lennoxville and Ascot and
the Sherbrooke and Coaticook re-
gional municipalities.

Others have been harder to

convincee. ill‘(‘Ul‘(ll"}{ to Sentier

Massawippi members,

Many property owners along
LLake Massawippi want neither
steam train nor trail. For many.
the railway runs between their pro-
perty and the lake. Others actually
live on CP land. between the

railway and the lake

Many of these property owners
have been payving rent to CP for as
long as they can remember: now
they have a chance to own uninter-
rupted access to the lake. and the
privacy that goes with it.

A reereational trail. and to a les
ser extent a steam train. would
mean the public would be constan-
tly passing between their property
and the lake. where they have
docks and boathouses. it not some
sort of a beach
PRIVACY THREATENED

These property owners argue
their privacy would be threatened
if public access were given.

One lakeside resident, Avrum
Malus. who leases land between
the tracks and the lake from CP
said he would normally support the
idea of a linear park. but in this
case he would lose too much priva-
¢y. He said his bedroom window is
only several feet away from the ac-
tual railway

Sentier Massawippi members
say they only want a corridor of
about 15 feet wide from the existing
30-metre wide CP right of way.
Surveillance and specific resting
spots are solutions they offer to
maintain privacy rights of lake-
side residents

Opposition between property
owners and trail advocates has

la maison du cadre

wieo plus grand centre d’art av Quebec-

“To frame
inspiration!”

Barely 18 months ago, Lise and Jac-
ques St-Onge finally had a great
dream come true. By purchasing a
“La maison du cadre” franchise, the

St-Onge couple couldn’timagine to

what point they were responding to a big demand.
The impressive surface of the place allows the showing of some 1,000 arfists’
canvases, over 2,000 frames of all sizes as well as some 400 moulding samples.
Since its opening in August 1989, La Maison du Cadre is always expanding.
This store is a real art gallery. The work of many Quebec ortists as well as many
paintings from elsewhere. What a nice gift it is to give a work of art on a special
occasion. There are some for all tastes at all prices.
Finally, there's one thing that must not be forgotten, that is the rapid service offered

by La Maison du Cadre.
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